World Shakespeare Congress 2016 – 31 July - 6 August 2016

Stratford-upon-Avon and London, UK
Seminars and Workshops
Shakespeare in colour

Camilla Caporicci (Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität, München / University of Perugia),  Armelle Sabatier (University of Paris II, France)

This seminar aims at exploring the diverse processes of creating and re-creating the codifications of colours at work in Shakespeare’s output. In Early Modern England, the meanings of colours were encoded by varied media, whether it be religious and philosophical paradigms, social conventions, rhetorical and artistic theories or literary models. While abiding by the set codes of colours for some of his imagery, Shakespeare also challenges convention, vindicating for a novel chromatic poetics. Moreover, through frequent references to the ambiguous nature of “rhetorical colours”, he establishes a complex relationship between visual and verbal discourses. On the other hand, speeches on colours were complemented on stage by the visual colours bodied forth by the actor’s make-up and costumes, and heightened by stage properties.  

Among the great variety of possible topics, participants may like to consider Shakespeare’s use of colours with reference to:

-Renaissance painting and/or visual culture 
-Religious and philosophical colour codes (e.g. Christian, Neo-Platonic…) and Puritans’ anti- 

 pictorialism

-Renaissance theories devoted to the perception of colours 
-The role of heraldic colours 

-Physiognomical colours (complexion, blush, paleness…) and the theory of humours

-Chromatic symbolism

-The “colours” of rhetoric and of poetic writing (e.g. Petrarchism)
-Cosmetics

-Costumes 

-Stagecraft, scenery, tapestries, playhouse decoration

Short biography:

Dr Camilla Caporicci is Humboldt Fellow at the Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München, and has previously worked at the University of Perugia and the Umbra Institute. She has published a monograph on Shakespeare’s sonnets, The Dark Lady (2013), as well as many articles and book chapters, some of which on Shakespeare and the visual arts. 
Dr Armelle Sabatier is Lecturer in English at Université Paris II Assas and is currently a member of the research center VALE at Université Paris IV Sorbonne. She defended a Ph.D on death and resurrection in English Renaissance drama. Her main publications have been devoted to the study of the interrelations between visual arts and English Renaissance literature. She is also completing a book on the relation between Shakespeare and visual culture (to be published with Bloomsbury in 2016).
